
Prelude          Kate Blair (8:00) 
           Christine Gustafson (10:00 DR)  
         
Welcome, Gather, Grow, and Go      Daniel Persinger (10:00 DR) 
           Ken Whitmore (10:00 YR) 
       
Breakthrough Prayer         
 
†Opening Hymn TFWS #2130 “The Summons”  
 
†Call to Worship             
 Let us be emboldened by the story of Esther. 
 For her radical courage and resolve inspire us. 
 Help us to stand up against unfair laws and oppression. 
 Move us to be valiant warriors of justice. 
 
†The Peace The peace of the Lord be with you. 
  And with all who gather here. 
 
Disciple Bible Study Testimonies 
 
Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer       Rev. Jane Bradford 
  
Anthem #405 “Seek Ye First”     
   
†Scripture  Esther 4:12-17                Renee Johnson (8:00) 
           Pam Laughlin (10:00 DR) 
           Mike Warren (10:00 YR) 
 
Sermon “Heroes of Faith: Esther”      Rev. Caleb Hong  
                   
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 
Offering and †Doxology #95 
       
†Closing Hymn #593 “Here I am, Lord”     
 
†Benediction 
 
†Postlude    

New visitors are invited to see an usher after the service. We have a gift for you!  

Christ United Methodist Church 
August 30, 2026 

†Please stand as you are able 



“Opposite of Jericho” Prayer Walk 
every Sunday at 11:30 AM (door #2) www.christumc.cc 

Our August Coin Offering Goes to the Wesley Willows Good Samaritan Program 
Wesley Willows is a comprehensive senior living community and a long-standing institution rooted in compassion,  

dignity and respect. The Good Samaritan Program provides ongoing personalized care to residents who have outlived 

their financial resources, enabling Wesley Willows to guarantee a lifetime of care. Offerings may be made at church, 

with a check to CUMC (memo: ‘coins’), or online with Tithe.ly. 

Worship Volunteer Opportunities 
To support our worship services and the weekly celebration of communion, we’re in need of volunteers: greeters, 
ushers, liturgists, and communion servers. Contact Pastor Jane (jbradford@christumc.cc) if you can help. 

Save the Date: Flu Shot Clinic at Christ UMC 
Sunday, September 13 

We will host a flu shot clinic on September 13 through Walgreens. Watch for more information in the coming weeks. 

Join us for Rally Day 
Sunday, September 13 at 10:00 am 

Join us for a combined outdoor service (no 8:00 service) in the courtyard on Rally Sunday! Stay after worship for a 

potluck, kid’s activities, and the ministry fair. Sign up after worship today to bring a potluck dish. 

Are you leading a ministry that you’d like to promote at the Rally Day Ministry Fair? This is an opportunity to recruit 

volunteers or invite new participants to join. To participate, a representative from your ministry must be present at 

your spot (11:00 - 1:00) with a tri-fold board/display. Displays can be set up on Friday, 9/11 (10:00 - 2:00) or           

Saturday, 9/12 (11:00 - 1:00). Contact Trish (815.399.5910 / talleman@christumc.cc) as soon as possible to   

reserve a spot. Ministry Fair spots must be reserved NO LATER than Sunday, September 6! 

Children and Youth: Kick Off Fall at Edward’s Apple Orchard 
Saturday, September 12 from 9:00-11:00 am 

Children, youth, and families: Kick-off fall with us with apple picking at Edward’s Apple Orchard (7091 Centerville Rd., 
Poplar Grove)! Please RSVP to Katherine Woodard (kwoodard@christumc.cc) by Wednesday, September 9. 

Today is United Voices for Children Sunday 
UVC is a coalition of the NIC congregations, agencies, and individuals that speaks and acts on behalf of children, 
youth, and families in need. Funds are divided between Kids Above All, MYSI, and Rosecrance. Envelope provided. 

Sign up Today for the Fall Small Group Study 
“The Me I Want to Be” by John Ortberg reveals how you can become the unique, fully alive person God intended you 

to be. There 7 different class days, times, and locations to choose from. The study follows the 5-week Sermon Series 

based on the same study. Classes begin the week of September 20. Registration is available after worship, on our 

website, or by calling the office. Questions? Contact Pastor Jane Bradford (jbradford@christumc.cc)  

Registration is Now Open for Disciple I, II, and III Bible Studies 
Over the course of 24 weeks, Disciple I covers the entire Bible from Creation to Revelation. Disciple II goes deeper 

into Genesis & Exodus and Luke & Acts. Disciple III will study the Old Testament Prophets and the letters of Paul. 

Classes begin the week of September 20. Register with class leaders today in the conference room, on our website, 

or by calling the office. Questions? Contact Pastor Jane Bradford (jbradford@christumc.cc). 


